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We propose to limit our present remarks to the last of these possibilities, while endeavouring to define the amount of real knowledge we possess upon the subject. We shall in the last place offer some observations upon the propriety of improved legislation for the protection of public health in connexion with this element of disturbance.
The price at which the poor are supplied with meat, and the fact that a profit can be drawn from the sale of sausages, &c., at a rate much below the ordinary prime cost of the article out of which they are supposed to be manufactured, are in themselves sufficient proof that the source from which such food is procured must be exceedingly questionable. The consumers of this cheap food belong to the very class of persons who crowd the waiting-rooms of our hospitals and dispensaries, and whose rickety and scrofulous children are seen in every court and alley of our metropolis; it is the class which furnishes every summer the largest proportion of cases of diarrhoea, and out of which from time to time cholera principally selects its victims. It is then of the highest importance to discover, if possible, whether the consumption of this cheap meat directly occasions illness in those who eat it, or operates indirectly by creating a proclivity to disease.
"When a medical man is asked his opinion upon the influence of " diseased meat" upon the health, the usual reply is that " no doubt it is injurious," that " such food cannot be wholesome," that " there is no question it is one of the causes of summer diarrhoea,"?and so on. We have made numerous inquiries of this kind with a view to eliciting information, but we find that nothing can be more indefinite than the notions commonly held by professional men upon the matter, and that, with the single exception of putrid meat, they are not founded upon the results of observation so much as upon preconceived ideas of what ought to be. About a year ago, the Metropolitan Association of Medical Officers of Health appointed a committee to obtain information calculated to guide those whose duties imposed upon them the seizure of unwholesome food.
The inquiry was conducted in a very cursory manner, and consisted in little more than an examination of the practice of the officers of the City of London in their seizures at the markets. We quote from the Keport now, not to criticise the document, which was hurriedly prepared at the commencement of the hot season of the year, and was only intended to be preliminary to further investigation, but because it expresses the opinion ordinarily held both within and out of the profession :? " Your committee may observe, that, although it may be difficult to prove it by actual cases, they have no doubt that unwholesome meat is one cause amongst many of the debility aud cachexics, the poverty of blood and intract- Reviews.
[Jan. newly-purchased from the country, exposed to the polluted atmosphere of the cowsheds, and supplied with the customary stimulating food, are the most apt to suffer from " lung diseaseand the probability of attack is greatest where the animals are most crowded, and where the ordure is retained within the sheds. Nor does the disposition to disease terminate here; for even if the animal becomes habituated to this mode of life, so prone is it to suffer from chill, that an attack of pleuropneumonia is very apt to result on sending it to pasture in the country. As these cowsheds furnish the Metropolitan cattle market with a large quantity of diseased beef which, if not in itself unwholesome, speedily becomes so from tainting; and as they are, besides, very commonly a source of annoyance to the neighbourhoods they occupy, it is much to be hoped that the legislature will in time see how desirable it is that these establishments should be forbidden in London, and in the midst of our populous towns. In the mean time, sanitary restrictions should be enforced. The animals should be supplied with sufficient breathing space in properly ventilated sheds; the latter should be kept thoroughly clean and well-drained, and the manure be entirely removed from the sheds and premises every day. The contagious nature of the " pulmonary disease" has been a subject of much discussion.
That it does not spread mainly by contagion appears very clear; and many animals escape who have been freely exposed to it by lying in the same stall, and feeding out of the same trough, with a diseased beast. Still the facts appear to warrant the advice, that the sick animal should be separated from the healthy as soon as the disease appears. One attack of lung disease, even if slight, seems to render the beast insusceptible of a second seizure. Inoculation with the liquid obtained from the lungs of oxen affected with the pulmonary murrain has also been recommended as a preventive measure; while deficient in scientific basis, the results of the practice are far from satisfactory. The subject is discussed at length in Dr. Greenhow's Report, to which we must be content to refer our reader.
If cows cannot be kept in large towns without risk of offence and Reviews.
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